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I wealthy; I had a dazzling reputation, he but good report,
To find himself an object of interest, of quiet and tender
regard, to one to whose notice all aspired, and who seemed
to exist only in a blaze of cold hearted raillery and reckless
repartee, developed eyen his dormant vanity. He looked
upon me with interest, and this feeling soon matured into
fondness.

Oh! days of rare and pure felicity, when Musseus and
myself, with our arms around each other's neck, wandered
together amid the meads and shady woods that formed our
limits ! I lavished upon him all the fanciful love that I had
long stored up ; and the mighty passions that yet lay dor-'
mant in my obscure soul now first began to stir in their
glimmering abyss. And, indeed, in conversing with this
dear companion it was that I first began to catch some
glimpses of my yet hidden nature: for the days of futurity
were our usual topic, and in parcelling out their fortunes I
unconsciously discovered my own desires. I was to be
something great, and glorious, and dazzling ; but what, we
could not determine. The camp and the senate, the sword
and the scroll, that had raised and had destroyed so many
states ; these were infinitely discussed, And then a life of
adventure was examined, full of daring delight. One might
be a corsair or a bandit. Foreign travel was what we could
surely command, and must lead to much. I spoke to him,
in the fulness of our sweet confidence, of the strangeness
of my birth, and we marvelled together over mysterious
Venice. And this led us to conspiracies, for which I fancied
that I had a predisposition. But in all these scenes Musseus
was to be never absent. He was to be my heart's friend
from the beginning to the death. And I mourned that
nature had given me no sister, with whom I could bind
him to me by'a still stronger and sweeter tie. And then,
with a shy, hesitating voice, for he delighted not in talking
of his home, he revealed to me that he was more blessed;